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DECLARATION 

„„ ar „ 

FrREEHOLDER'S-SOCIETY_ 
Of 27th May 1756. 


ECLARED, that it is the Intention of this 
Society, to be active in the following Parti- 
culars. | | 
I. In promoting; to the utmoſt of our Power, eve- 
Meaſure that may be neceſfary or uſeful for the 
ftrengthening of his Majeſty's Arms, againft his inju- 
tious and moſt perfidious Enemies. 8 
II. In ſupporting the Prerogatives of the Crown 
and Rights of the People; by a vigorous and ſteady 
Oppoſition to all factious Attempts againſt the former, 
and miniſterial Attacks upon the latter. | 

= In ſupporting and promoting the Proteſtant In- 
terelt, : 
IV. In aſſerting public Property in the public Mo- 
ney ; and in ſtopping and preventing, by all conſtitu- 
tional Means, the Application thereof to any other 
than public Uſes. 0 

V. In procuring, upon all proper Occaſions; juft 
Repreſentations from Parliament, of real national 
_ Grievances : Being incited hereunto, not only by per- 
fonal Intereſt and Love of our Country, but alſo by 
the ſtrongeſt and warmeſt Sentiments of Loyalty and 
Affection for our moſt excellent Monarch; fully ſen- 
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ſible that ſtronger or more ſubſtantial Proof of At- 
tachment in a People to their Sovereign cannot be 
given, than by informing him of the Miſconduct of 


his Miniſters. 

VI. In diſcouraging and oppoſing all Means of en- 
larging miniſterial Influence, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons : being clearly of Opinion that Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, free from ſuch Influence and united 


with their Conſtituents and with each other in the 
ſtrongeſt Principles of Loyalty, cannot but act for the 


public Good, the common Intereſt of themſelves, 


their Conſtituents and their Sovereign; and that 


whenſoever Meaſures are taken for enlarging miniſ- 


terial Influence over ſuch Repreſentatives, ſuch Mea- 


ſures cannot be taken for any other man private 
Ends. 

VII. In exerting our utmoſt Fedeawourn to procure 
a Repeal of ſuch Laws as, from Change of Times, 
may, by Experience, be found detrimental to the 
common Good ; uſeful only to enlarge the Power of 
a Few ; though originally well adapted to the then 
Circumſtances of the Kingdom : Still paying full O- 


bedience and Submiſſion to all the Laws, whilſt in 
force; how hurtful ſoever ſome of them may per- 
haps be to the Public, in our private Opinion. 


VIII. In renewing and redoubling our Endeavours 
for the Paſling of ſuch Laws, heretofore rejected in 
this Kingdom, as ſhall be found agreeable to the ge- 
neral Senſe of the Nation: Being confident that the 
general Senſe of ſuch a Nation as this, growing in 


their knowledge of and Attention to the true Intereſt 


of their Country and united with the generality of 
their Fellow- Subjects both in Intereſt and Affection, 
muſt, in the end, prevail againſt the limited Intereſts 


of particular Perſons, and the ambitious Views of a- 
ny aſpiring Individuals. 


IX. In promoting Freedom of n and In- 
dependency of Parliament: Preferring ſuch Candi- 


dates as are free from Miniſterial Influence, and moſt 


like- 
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likely to continue ſo: Not ſuffering any Candidate, 
ſet up or ſupported by us in oppoſition to ſuch Influ- 


ence, to be at any Expence in entertaining us or 
any of our Tenants: And oppoſing all uncommon 


accumulation of Power, in any one Perſon or Family; 
and every other Meaſure, tending to eſtabliſh a lead- 


ing Influence in the Houſe of Commons: Such an In- 
fluence being, in its Nature, unconſtitutional; in its 


conſequences, oppreſſive; and in its tendency, Sub- 
verſive of the fundamental Ends and Uſes of Parlia- 


ment. | | 


X. In inſtituting and ſupporting Societies, in our 
reſpective Countries, for promoting Public Spirit; 
and in recommending Examples of that kindsin the 
Metropolis, ſuitable to its Dignity and Importance: 


The Spirit of the Conſtituents being the only ſure 


Support of our ineſtimable Conſtitution, againſt the 


Schemes of ambitious Men. * 


May 27th, 1756. 


8 
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T QUERIES, propaſed by the FREEHOLDER's 


Society, to the People of IRELAND. 


NUMBER I. 


Ae not the true Intereſts of the King and his 


People, inſeparably connected? 5 
May not bad Miniſters, in their miniſterial Con- 


duct, have private Intereſts to purſue, inconſiſtent 
with the common Good? _ . 1 


Is it not their Intereſt to recommend to Offices, 


Men ſubſervient to their private Purpoſes; in Prefe- 
rence to Men more meritorious? : | 


Are not Offices of public Truſt, both Civil and 


Military, often procured by bad Miniſters, from pri- 


vate Motives, for Perſons unfit for the ſame ? 

Is it the King's Intereſt to put the Properties and 
Lives of his Subjects and Defence of his Dominions, 
into the Hands of improper Perſons ? . 
Fas | A qr Het — Is 
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Ts it not the Intereſt of bad Miniſters to procure 
Penſions out of the public Money, for ſuch as are a- 
ble (and willing on ſuch Terms) to aſſiſt them in car- 
rying on their evil Meaſures, and ſcreen ſuch Meaſures 
from public Cenfure? 

Is it not their Intereſt to enrich themſelves, their 
Families, their Friends and Dependants, at the pub- 
lic Expence ? 

Muſt not private Intereſt and public Good gene- x 
rally draw different Ways i in the Breaſt of every Mi- 
niſter, throughout the whole Courſe of his Adminif- 

tration; and will not the one or the other proves C’ 
. cording to his Meaſure of Vice or Virtue ? . 

Are Miniſters more virtuous than other Men ? 

Are they not liable to ſtronger Temptations ? 

May it not be reaſonably preſumed, that private 
Intereſt out- weighs public Good in the greateſt Part 
of” them ; unleſs the Contrary appears from their 
Conduct? 7 

Should not Meaſures 1 by them be, at 
all Times, received Wu Caution and examined | 
with Care? 

a 8. 175 7. 
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NUMBER IL. 
Can any Doctrine be more falſe or dangerous than # 
this; That Oppoſition to Miniſters is Oppoſition to f 
Government, and a breach of Duty to the King ; ; | 
and that Inquiries into the Conduct of Miniſters, are | 
offenſive to, and indicate a Want of due Reverence 5 
F for Majeſty ? 1 
4 
l 
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Is not this inſidious Doctrine induſtriouſly propaga- 
ted by bad Miniſters and their Abettors ? 
an the People be too vigilant or active in their In- 
| ſpection 1 into the Conduct of Miniſters : or can a Par- 
| liament give a ſtronger or more ſubſtantial Proof of 
I their Loyalty and Fidelity to their Sovereign, or of 
it their Attachment to his true Intereſt, than by op- 
poſing all bad Meaſures of his Miniſters ; inquiring 
in the ſtricteſt Manner, into their Conduct ; and 
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giving him the fulleſt Information of every Miſcon- 


| duct detected? 


Are not ſuch Inquiries and Oppoſition, the Duty of 


Parliament; a moſt important and neceſſary Part of 


their Buſineſs ? os 
In what Light are the Men to be regarded hw 


abuſe the venerable Name of Government, or profane 
the ſacred Name of Majeſty ; to check ſuch ſalutary 


Oppoſition, or ſtifle ſuch neceſſary Inquiries ? 
Is not every Man who diſcourages the Means of 
oppoſing, detecting or puniſhing a miniſterial VI 


an Accomplice in the Guilt ? 


If any Member of Parliament could act ſuch a 
Part; how can he acquit himſelf to his King or em 


try, or to his own Conſcience? 


February 15, 1757. 
NUMBER IL 


Have not Emiſſaries of bad Miniſters ſometimes 
gone about, under the Maſk of Patriotiſm, the better 
to diſguiſe their Poiſon ? 

Are not theſe political Jeſuits, a moſt dangerous $ Set 
of Men? 

Can they be too much guarded 1 8 8 ? 

-5 Jon 55, 1757 55 


NU MB E R IV. 


* it poſſible for the moſt zich e nth vigi- 
lant Prince that ever fat on any Throne, to ſee with 
his own Eyes, throughout ſuch populous and extenſive 


Dominions as theſe! > 


Is it poſſible for him to know, but from In 
tion of his Miniſters, the Merits of his Subjects or 
Exigencies of a Country where he never reſided ?. 

Can the Grants of Lib Places or Penſions be juſtly 
cane as the King's own Acts? 


As ; Are 
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dancies, our moſt ſanguine Wiſhes can ſuggeſt ? 


(3) 


Are not ſuch Grants, for the moſt Part, in reality 


4 Acts of his Miniſters? 


Was there ever an Inſtance in this Kingdom, ; 


where any Supply, requiſite for the Uſes of Govern- 
ment, was refuſed; or where any ſuch Supply was 
not readily and chearfully granted? 

Can any ſuch Inſtance be apprehended in a King- 


dom, where both Conſtituents and Repreſentatives 
are unanimous in the ſtrongeſt and warmeſt Senti- 
ments of Loyalty? 
Can Penſions to Perſons never in any Office of 


Government, be neceſſary, in ſuch a Kingdom, for 
carrying on, the Buſineſs of Government? 


Are not ſuch Penſions, in ſuch a Kingdom, gene- 


rally to be conſidered as machinated by bad Mini- 
ſters, to ſerve their private LE at the Public 
Expence ? 

February 19th, 1757. 


NUMBER V. 


Have not the Redundancies of public Money been — 


large, of late Years ? 


| Have we not Reaſon to expect that ſuch Redun- 
dancies, in Times to come, will be conſiderable; 
unleſs ſome of the additional Duties be ſuffered to 
drop? 


Can theſe Redundancies be ſo uſefully laid out, in 


a Country not half-peopled nor half. employed, ſcarce 


reclaimed from Barbariſm, juſt beginning to emerge 


out of Beggary; can ſuch Redundancies, in ſuch a 
Country, be ſo uſefully laid out as in ſupporting and 
promoting Manufactures, Tillage and In-land Navi- 
gation, encouraging Fiſheries, making and improv- 


85 


ing Harbours and peopling Deſarts? 
Will not ſuch Uſes as theſe, for Ages to come, 


afford Room ſufficient to employ the vos Redun- 
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Doth not the Infant-State of moſt of our Manu- 
factures, where we happen to have any; do not the 


Calamities which this Nation often groans under, for 


want of Tillage; the depopulated Condition of the 
greateſt and moſt fertile Part of our Iſland; the want 


of Employment for our Poor, who therefore go out 


in Swarms to earn their Bread in other Countries; 
Multitudes of them, at certain Seaſons, wandering 
over the neighbouring Kingdom, ſeeking for Employ- 
ment, and, where that is not to be found, begging or 
ſtarving ; others of them inliſting in foreign Service, 
ſtrong in the native Valour of theſe Iflands ; but Pa- 
ricide-like, ſignalizing that Valour, to deſtroy the 
Country which gave it Birth ; adding ſuch unnatural 
Force to the Arms of our inveterate Enemy, as was 


| known, in the laſt War, to turn the Scale in the deci- 


ſive Battle; doth not the Poverty of our People in 


general; and the deplorable, ſhocking, almoſt incre- 
dible Wretchedneſs of the low People of our two 


Southern Provinces ; whoſe Scraps of Raiment are 


Rags; the Huts they live in, not fit for the Habita- 
tion of Swine, more reſembling Dunghills than Houſes; 


their meagre Bodies and ghaſtly Viſages, Pictures of 
Famine and Deſpair; do not all theſe unite their 


Voices and cry aloud for Aids, out of the Redun- 
'  dandcies of our national Treaſure: Or will employing 


theſe Redundancies in Penſions to mercenary Men, 
for proſtituting themſelves to the Ambition or Avarice 
of a bad Miniſter, be more conducive to the ſtrength- 
ening of his Majeſty's Arms, to the Peace and Secu- 


rity of his Kingdoms, and to the Wealth and Happi- 


neſs of his People ? 
February 26th, 1757. 


NUMBER vl. 


Do not the true Riches of a Prince, conſiſt in the 


Wealth, Induſtry and Numbers of his Subjects? 


Would 


(10) 

Would eſtabliſhing the Claim of private. Property 
in the hereditary Revenue of Ireland (enriching bad 
Miniſters and their Adherents, by impoveriſhing the 
reſt of the People) tend to increaſe or diminiſh the 
real Wealth and Strength of the Crown ? 

Is not this Claim of private Property in the heredi- 


tary Revenue, the only Thing that can give the leaſt 


Colour of Legality to private Penſions on the 1riſh 
Eſtabliſhment ? 

Hath it not been fully proved by a Pamphlet pub- 
liſhed here about a Year ago, ſaid to be written by a 
Gentleman of the Bar, * that this Claim is ill ground- 


ed; that the Whole of the hereditary Revenue (ex- 


cepting fone inconſiderable Branches) is public Mo- 
ney, and not the King's private Property; and, by 


the Law of Reaſon and public Policy, the Laws of 


natural Juſtice and the Laws of the Land, ought to 


be applied to the public Ules of this Kingdom; and 


not to private Penſions or any other private Uſes! 7 | 
Has that Pamphlet been ever anſwered? - 


Can it be imagined that a Pamphlet ſupporting a ; 


Doctrine fo hurtful to the Purpoſes of evil Miniſters, 
would have been ſuffered to remain ſo long unan- 
ſwered ; if it were anſwerable ? 

Is not this Doctrine, now, univerſally allowed ? 

Is there a Miniſter or Miniſterial Man in either 
Kingdom, at this Day, ſo bare-faced an Enemy to his 
King and Country, as to ſtand forth in public and 
a/ owt That the hereditary Revenue of Jreland may 


be lawfully applied to private Penſions, or any other 


private Uſes which Miniſters man think fit to re- 
commend. 
March 5th, 1737. 


NUMBER VII. 


an it be imagined that. Penſions granted to pri- 


vate Perſons, out of public Money; not grounded on 


: public 
* Previous Conſent diſcuſſed, 
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public Services, either paſt or preſent ; utterly un- 


ſupported, nay flatly contradicted by public Policy; 


Penſions not flowing from royal Bounty; but wholly 
ariſing from Suggeſtions of a Miniſter; calculated 
meerly for Purpoſes, and uſed as Inſtruments of Cor- 


ruption; Penſions, clearly detrimental to the Intereſt 


of the Crown; highly injurious to the Property of the 


Subject; is it poſſible to conceive that ſuch Penſions 


(if ſuch there be) could have been obtained from a 
wiſe and moſt righteous Prince; otherwiſe than by 


the blackeſt Frauds, the fouleſt Miſrepreſentations ? 
Can you conſider the Miniſters who have obtained, 
for their Accomplices, ſuch Penſions by ſuch Means; 


can you juſtly eftimate ſuch Miniſters (if ſuch there 
be or were) otherwiſe than as Betrayers of their Ma- 


ſter, Robbers of their Fellow-Subjeats and Plunde- 
rers of their Country? | 1 


On the Duty of Parliaments to their Sovereign, on 


the Truſt committed to them by their Country, on 


the eſtabliſned Laws of Equity and Juſtice, can there 
be the leaſt Ground of Heſitation in addreſſing the 
Crown, for Reſumption of ſuch Penſions, if ſuch 


there be? ä | 


Is there a Man, with the leaſt Spark of public 


Virtue, the ſmalleſt Grain of common Juſtice remain- 


ing in his Frame, who would not rejoice in the Re- 
ſumption of ſuch Penſions; and glory in his Aſſent 


to the imprinting Brands of national Infamy, on the 
exalted, lawleſs, eminently impious Procurers ? 
March 12th, 1757. : 


NUMBER VIII. 


Are not ſeveral hundreds of Thouſands of 1rifþ 
Rents, annually Spent in Great Britain? 
Have not many Millions of thoſe Rents been ex- 
pended there, in the Compal of a very few Years ? 
Muſt not this Fund of Wealth to Great Britain, 
always riſe or fall, in Proportion to the Decreaſe or 


If 


Increaſe of the Poverty of Ireland? 


(12) 

If we ever arrive at Wealth ; will not our Super- 
fluities, and much more, always Center in the Seat 
of Empire, the Place of Pleaſure, the Fountain of 
Power, Honour and Promotion? : 

Would ſupporting a Claim, which clearly and ne- 
ceſſarily rends to enrich bad Miniſters and their Abet- 
tors by impoveriſhing Ireland, increaſe or leſſen the 

Wealth of Great Britain? 
Can it be imagined that a juſt and wiſe People 
would, againſt Law, Support a Claim e hurt- 
ful to themſelves ? 
Have not the People of Great Britain been ever 
_ diſtinguiſhed for their Love of Liberty, and Vigilance 
in preſerving it? 

How could they, otherwiſe, have continued fo 
en a free People; after ſo many other Nations, an- 
ciently modelled on the ſame Plan of ng, fell into 
Bondage? 

Could ſuch a People think their Liberty Secure 
if you were Slaves ? 

Is not Slavery catching, as Fire; in Caſe of Nations 
ſo contiguous, connected and blended ? 

Is it poſſible to conceive that a People, ever Watch- 
ful ever Jealous of their Liberties, would Support a 
Claim naturally tending to bring the Contagion of 


| Slavery to their Doors? 


Would Supporting a Claim which would add four 
or five hundred thouſand Pounds a Year to the Mini- 
ſterial Funds, to be employed in either Kingdom, 
by bad Miniſters (if ſuch ſhould be our lot) accord- 
ing as their Exigencies of Bribery and Corruption, 
their Cravings of Avarice and Ambition might require; 
would Supporting ſuch a Claim, increaſe or lefſen the 
Security of Britiſh Liberty? 

Is there the leaſt Colour to apprehend that any Mi- 
niſter of either, Kingdom, after a proper Remon- 
trance from Ireland upon this Head, could be poſſe(- 
ſed of ſuch infatuated Audacity, as to inſiſt on this 


Claim of private Property in the Jriſb hereditary Re- 
venue; 
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(13) 


venue; in manifeſt and direct Oppoſition to the com- 


mon Laws, common Senſe, common Intereſt, and 
common Safety of both Kingdoms ? 


How are you to Judge of the Men who call Diſ- 


puting this Claim, a quarrelling with Great Britain 2 


Muſt not ſuch Men be Dupes, or what De- 
cency forbids to Name, what Honour abhors to think 


March 19th, 1754. 
NUMBER IX. 


Have not private Penſions, on the Iriſb Eſtabliſh- 
ment, been gradually increaſing for many Years ? 
Whether is it more likely that miniſterial Exigen- 
cies will decreaſe or increaſe, for the Time to come ? 
Do not theſe Penſions, already, far exceed the 
King's private Revenue here? 8 
ls it not high Time to take ſome proper Meaſure, 
for checking the Growth of theſe Penſions ? 
What can be a more proper Time for that Pur- 


poſe, than the next Seſſion of Parliament; the firſt, 


ſince the Law, upon this Head, became univerſally 
May not any Length of Acquieſcence, after ſuch 
Knowledge, be, with great Plaufibility, turned a- 


gainſt you ; and render Redreſs more difficult to be 


obtained ? Can you, in the mean Time, until public 
Property in the hereditary Revenue be aſſerted in a 
parliamentary Way, have any reaſonable Security 
that Sums larger than this Kingdom can bear, will 


not be drawn out of it, to anſwer the Purpoſes of bad 


Miniſters elſewhere ? Y | 

Can a Nation, whoſe current Caſh doth not exceed 
a Million and whoſe Paper-Credit is much impaired, 
bear any conſiderable Increaſe in the Drains of their 


Specie, without becoming Bankrupt ? 


Is it not pollible that ſome Miniſter may, in the 
mean Time, be wicked enough to gratify his Ambi- 
To tion 
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tion or glut his ce ; by Means which muſt beg: 
gar, and may enſlave You? 


Dorh not the Security of your Liberties and Pro- 
perty depend on your ſpeedy aſſerting, in a national 
Way, the national Right in your national Treaſure ? 

Muſt not your Liberties and Property, your Laws, 
your Religion, the Bread ye eat, every Bleſſing, every 
Neceſſary ye enjoy, your very Exiſtence as a Nation; 


muſt not all theſe, for ever, remain inſecure ; every 
Hour become more and more difficult to be ſecured 3 


until ſuch Right be ſo aſſerted? 
March 26, 1 = 


NUMBER * 


Hath not Experience of the preſent and paſt Times 
often furniſned Inſtances of Men of large Fortunes, 


as thoroughly devoted to the Service of miniſterial 
Patrons, as thoſe whoſe daily Bread depends on ſuch 
Patronage ? 

Suppoſe a Member of Parliament of an in- 
dependent Fortune, in Poſſeſſion of ſome lucrative 


Office at Will; or led on, by Promiſes of ſome ſuch 
Office, or of ſomething elſe, perhaps more ſuited to 


his Taſte; as a Title, a Seat at the Council-Board, a 
Government of a County, or the like; or kept in Hu- | 
mour by a Commiſſion in the Army, given to a Son | 


or Brother; or by tome Place in the Revenue, given 


to a poor Relation or Dependant ; or by being grati- 


fied, now and then, in a Sheriff, &c. ſuppoſe 
this Gentleman, a Man of Senſe ; but void of pub- 
lic Virtue ; ; and his Vote inſiſted on by ſome bad 


Miniſter, in Favour of ſome Point very injurious to 


the Intereſt of his Country : May not ſuch a Man, 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, be naturally ſuppoſed to fall 
into ſomething, like the following Soliloquy * 
*« If the Miniſtry prevail in this Queſtion ; the 
“Country will be hurt, and my private Fortune muſt 


- e ſuffer in Proportion: But the Profits of the en | 
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CIS) 
I am in Poſſeſſion of, or have fall Aſſurances of 
obtaining, if I intitle myſelf to it by my parlia- 


mentary Conduct, will repay me tenfold ; or the 


Favour I expect from the Government (ho not 
lucrative, but meerly honourary) will give me 


much more Pleaſure than my Share of the public 
Loſs can give me Pain. As to my Character, I 
don't think it will ſuffer much. We have Orators 
in the Houſe, to puzzle the Queſtion and ſave us 


from the Shame of barefaced Iniquity : Theſe will 
furniſh me with a Stock of Sophiſtry, which (with 
the Help of a little miſrepreſenting of Facts, if 
neceſſary) will enable me to excuſe myſelf to my 


Conſtituents; by perſuading them that the Queſtion 


admitted of different Opinions, and that I voted 


according to my Judgment. *Tis true, the Mi- 


niſter's prevailing in ſuch Points as this, muſt 
weaken the Conſtitution ; and may, at Length, 
ſubyert it : But the Conſtitution is likely to outlaſt 


my Time; and I ſee no Reaſon why I ſhould not 


love myſelf better than my Poſterity. I love my 
Country as much as any Man is bound to do; as 
much as any wiſe Man can do : I always regard 
her Intereſt, where it does not claſh with my own ; 
and I don't think any Man but an Enthuſiaſt, can 
be led by his Notions of Virtue and public Spirit, 
to carry his Patriotiſm further. Enthuſiaſm is; 
without Doubt, a Species of Madneſs. By the 
Bleſſing of God, I ſhall never a& the Part of a 


mad — ay either in my public or private Capa- 


city ; but will ever make my own Intereſt, the 
primary Rule of my Conduct, the governing 


Principle of my Life.” 


April 2, 1757. 
N U M B E R XI. 


Can any "Ry 4 common n Experience or common 


Under- 
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Underſtanding be, in any Degree, influenced by a 
Man's talking of his Stake in the Country ? 
Are there not Temptations, adapted to all Ranks ? 

Can Fortune give Virtue, to reſiſt Temptations ? 
Are Temptations uſually reſiſted, without Virtue ? 

Are not public and private Virtue, inſeparably 
connected ? | N a N 

Can the former ſubſiſt, without the latter ? 
Doth not Hiſtory, doth not ſad Experience ſhew, 
it never did? Doth not common Senſe evince, it never 
can ? | | 

What can be a more flagrant Violation of the 
Truſt veſted in the Conſtituents, than their chuſing 


Repreſentatives confeſſedly void of private Virtue ; 
how independent ſoever, in Point of Fortune ? 


Are not ſuch Conſtituents, ſuch impious Violators 


of a moſt important Truſt, equally criminal with 


thoſe avowed, ſhameleſs, abandoned Traytors to their 


King and Country, who chooſe, for Repreſentatives, 


for Guardians of the People, for Counſellors of the 


Prince, for Law-givers of the Realm, Hirelings, that 


can not live, but by their Wages ; who muſt abet 
and ſcreen their Maſters, or Starve : Hirelings of 
Miniſters Miniſters, ever tempted by private 
Intereſt, to abuſe the Confidence of their Prince, pur- 


| loin his national Treaſure and beggar his People; 


ever yielding to Temptation, if not armed by Virtue 
or awed by dread of popular Cenſure ? | 


April 9, my 
NUMBER XI. 


Would a Man of Virtue betray his Country for a 


Bribe? 


What are you to think of thoſe who openly aſſert 
that all Men are venal, and differ only in their Prices? 
Hath not this pernicious Doctrine been induſ- 
triouſly propagated by evil Miniſters and their Par- 


1 12.2 | 

Is it poſſible to forge a Doctrine, more thoroughly 
adapted to their evi] Purpoſes? 
| Doth it not clearly and neceſſarily imply tha V 
tue is a Chimera, without real Exiſtence? 

Are not the Men who would thus degrade their 
Species, a Diſhonour to human Kind? 

Are not the Men who would thus ſet Mankind looſe 
from all Ties of Conſcience, avowed Enemies to 
Religion? | 
Are not the Men who would thus diſſolve the 
Bands of Society, real Enemies to their King and 
Country ? 

Are not the Men who thus endeavour, as much as 
in them lies, to throw the Nation into a Chaos of 
Anarchy and Confuſion; by deſtroying the moral 
and religious Obligation of all Laws, human and 
divine; highly criminal by the Laws of the Land ? 
Is their Crime, in its Conſcquetiees, leſs miſchievous 
7 than Blaſphemy ? 

Are not they more noxious than Wolves or 
Bears ? | 

Do not they devour the vital of the human 
Mind: 

Would you not 1 them as Beaſts of Prey ; ; if 
it were not your Duty to hunt them down ? 

April 16, 1757. | 


NUMBER NlIII. 


Hath not the late Alteration in the Britiſh Syſtern 
(extending the Length of Parliaments, from three to 
ſeven Years) render d the ſtricteſt Inſpection of the 
People into the Parliamentary Conduct of their Re- 
preſentatives, neceſſary in that Kingdom? 
If ſuch Inſpection hath been found neceſſary, where 
a Parliament can not laſt longer than ſeven Years; 
how urgent muſt be the Neceſſity of it, where a Par- 
liament is permitted t to continue for twenty or thirty 
B . 
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Years; or longer, when the Monarch happens to live 


longer ? 
Have:not bad Miniſters, in both Kingdoms, been 

ſometimes diſappointed in their Meaſures, by means 

of fuch Inſpettion? 

Have not bad Miniſters and their 1 in both 


Kingdoms, dreading the Effects of ſuch Inſpection 
las deadly to them, tho ſalutary to the Nation) vainly 
attempted to diſcourage it; by calling thoſe who 


have Virtue to promote it, Incendiaries; and the juſt 
Complaints and Reſentments which often 1 it, 


Sedition? 


Would they have reſted on ITY: impotent Scurrility; 
would they, in this Kingdom, have ſpared the moſt 
odious, the vileſt of Names, Republican, Facobite ; 
had there been any Colour for ſuch Calumny on Pro- 
teſtants, here? 

What, but the moſt active Inſpection, can ſave a 
People ; whoſe Deputies, ſent to guard their Rights, 
enjoy a Tenure for life in the Office ; not account- 


able, in the mean Time, for Miſbehaviour ; Tempt- 


ed, in the mean Time (if the Miniſter be corrupt) 
by the very Money of their Conſtituents to betray 


them ? 
Are the Deputies more virtuous than the Principals? = 


Are they not more liable to Temptations ? 

Moſt pernicious Abuſes of Parliamentary Truſt ; 
above the reach of laws — Moſt powerful Temp- 
tations to theſe Abuſes; fitted to all Taſtes and 
Is it in the Nature of Man to reſiſt 
ſuch Temptations, but by Virtue; or by the Ter- 


rors of lnfamy, denten, £ Reſentment of an injured 


People? 
* 235 1757. 


NUMBER XIV. 


| Is there any Inſtance in theſe Kingdoms, where 


the general Senſe of the ple, openly and ſtrongly 


declared 


E 1 
declared and ſteddily adhered to, did not finally prevail 
againſt the ſhameleſs Apoſtacies, often brought about 
by bad Miniſters, in Struggles of that Kind; hereby 
the Cauſe of public Virtue may, for a Time, be diſho- 
noured; and the People, afflicted? _ | 
What are the moſt effectual Means of preſerving 
and ſtrengthening the general Senſe of the People, 
and rendering it ſucceſsful againſt the Claim of pri- 
vate Property in the public Money, and ſuch like ca- 
pital Meaſures of evil Miniſters? - 8 
Can any Means be deviſed, ſo effectual, for that 
End, as the continuing and enlarging your public- 
ſpirited Meetings; therein animating each other with 
ſuch ſtrong, united and undaunted Sentiments of pub- 
lic Virtue, as the Nature of Man, without the power- 
ful Influence of Society, cannot attain to; and boldly, 
put decently, expreſſing thoſe Sentiments, in ſpirited 
Reſolutions, nervous Declarations to the Public and 
ardent Exhortations to your Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment : always proportioning the Meaſure of your 
Spirit, to the Occaſion :; ſtill remembering, that the 
angry Exertion of popular Zeal is a moſt dangerous 
and deſperate Remedy; never to be uſed, unleſs— 
Which Heaven avert Some Diſeaſe, in its nature 
deadly, be raiſed by Corruption to ſuch a Degree of 
Strength, as ſhall be found ſufficient to baffle all the 
regular Means of Cure? We ſhudder at the Thought! 
Without the invigorating, collected, impelling Aid 
of Societies for promoting public Spirit, is it poſſible to 
withſtand that growing Torrent of Corruption which 
hath already overſpread, and, if not ſtem'd, muſt at 
Length overwhelm the Land? . 
Do not all the Objections which have been, or can be 
made to ſuch Societies, receive what Colour they have, 


from Abuſes? — 

Is there, or was there ever, at any Time, any Inſti- 

23 ws human or divine, free from Objections of that 
Rind ? . „ 


RB 1. Can 
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Can ſuch Objections ſupport a Shadow of any ra- 
tional Inference, but this; that all poſſible Care ſhould. 
be taken to prevent Abuſes, ſo far as the Follies and 
Infirmities of human Nature will admit. 


NUMBER XV. 


IS chere, in the Claſs of Sinus one higher than 


public Spirit ? 


Is there a Virtue, more able or more honourable | 


in it's Nature; more conducive to your temporal In- 
tereſt, or more agreeable to the true Principles and 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ?_ 


Is there a Virtue, fo fitted for the Defence of "X's N 


berty; againſt her deadly Foes, e Licentiouſ- 
neſs and miniſterial Ambition? 

Is there a Virtue, fo adapted, at all Times, to pro- 
mote Loyalty and Reverence for the Monarch (our 
Bulwark againſt that Hydra- headed Monſter, popular 


Government) ſo be A. adapted, at this Time, to 


inſpire the warmeſt Affection, Gratitude and filial 
Piety for the Father of his People? 


Can there be a more vile, more ſordid, more brutiſh 


Character upon Earth; than that, of a Man, void of 
1 4 

Ils there a Man 3 you; 1 Partizans, 
Dupes, Hirelings and Slaves; is there a Man among 


you, who hath any Regard for the Honour of his 


Prince or Welfare of his Country; or any Feelings 
for the Poverty, the Miſery, the Wretchedneſs of 


more than one Half of his Fellou- Subjects in this 
Kingdom; and yet can remain inactive in encourag- 


ing and enlarging your Societies, inſtituted for pro- 
moting that loyal, conſtitutional, amiable, exalted, 


— 


God-like Virtue, public Spirit ? 
a 4, 757. 
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Is it not eaſy for an Adminiſtration to form a Par- 


liament, of modern Length, to their Mind; and 
afterwards find Means to procure a new Parliament of 


the ſame Stamp ? Does not woful Experience ſhew, 
they have uſually done ſo? 


Did not annual Parliaments expreſs the Senſe ok 
the People? Have long Parliaments uſually done fo? 


If they do not; how can the People preſerve them- 
ſelves, on Occaſions of imminent Danger, without 
expreſſing their own Senſe ? 


How can a bad Adminiſtration (ſupported by a 


Parliament of their own making) . be overturned ? 
How, but by the Voice of the People? How can a 


bad Adminiſtration (overturned by the Voice of the 
People, ſtruggling to be re-inſtated by Means of a 


Parliament of their own making) be kept out? How, 
but by the Voice of the People? 


* 


Have not long Parliaments given Birth to that 
Monſter in the Conſtitution (unknown to our An- 


ceſtors) called a Prime Miniſter? Has not this Mon- 


ſter ſometimes turned Parliaments into Miniſterial 


Cabals; ſet himſelf up, by their Aid, above bath _ 
King and Peoples diminiſhed the regal Authority; 
and occaſioned a Tendency to the worſt of Tyrannies, 


an Ariſtocracy y 


Fg 


I' it be impracticable to get rid of this dangerous 
Office, until the ancient Syſtem of Parliaments be re- 

ſtored; can any Thing, in the mean Time, be of 

higher Importance, than the Choice of a Perſon to fill 


this Office? „„ „ 5 
If the People, on ſuch an Occaſion, meanly ſuffer 
themſelves to be awed or duped into Silence; how 


can they expect Deliverance? When Miniſters (who, 
| to the immortal Honour of our Sovereign, have been 


diſplaced at the Inſtance of his injured People) at- 


tempt to get in again; can we expect that a Parlia- 


ment modelled by thoſe very Miniſters, will attempt 
1 5 te 


„ 


to keep them ont? Will not ſuch a Parliament con- 


trive Means to re- inſtate them, if the People be 
ſilent? 


Muſt not the united Senſe of both Kingdoms, bare 
more Weight than the ſeparate Senſe of either? Are 


not many Parts of Ireland leſs remote from London 
(not only in Diſtance, but in Correſpondence, Inter- 
courſe and Intelligence) than many Parts of England? 
Are you leſs concerned than the People of England, 
in the Choice of a Prime Miniſter? Is not your All at 
Stake, as well as theirs? Are not the Affairs of this, as 
well as that Kingdom, under the Conduct, almoſt 
the Breath of the Prime Miniſter ? „ 
Can you heſitate a Moment, in declaring your 
Senſe of a public and moſt important Matter, where- 


in you yourſelves are directly and immediately inte- 


reſted? Can you have a Moment's Doubt, that your 


Senſe is well founded; when it co-incides with that 


* 


of your Fellow Subjects in England. 


Is it not alike the Duty and Intereſt of | each King- 


dom, with united Voice, freely and boldly to declare 
their Senſe, tending to the common Preſervation of 
VZ 

Had not the Miniſtry and People of England great 


Reaſon to deſpiſe us; whilſt we continued to be gulled 


into ſtupid Silence; tho ever fo loudly called on, by 
the common Intereſt, to ſpeak? Can they be Friends 
attentive to the Intereſt of bot? . 5 
Can a bad Man in private Life, be a good Man in 
Public? Can the King have full perſonal Knowledge 


to either 5 who would perſwade us to be in- 


of the private Characters of his Subjects? Can thoſe 
who have perſonal Intercourſe with the King, be al- 


ways depended" on, for juſt Information ? Are they 


not uſually biaſſed by Connections? Is not the general 


Senſe of the People, much more to be depended on? 
Is it not deſirable, that the King ſhould know their 
Senſe; to detect Miſinformation, given by Deceivers. 


696 
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Did Britonsever ſee a more extraordinary Juncture 2 
Is there not wanted, ſome extraordinary Perſon, ſuited 
to this extraordinary Juncture. 


Superior natural Abilities— The moſt exten- 
ſive Knowlege of public Affairs, acquir'd by in- 
ceſſant Application Strict Temperance — An utter 
contempt of Wealth An Abhorrence of Lux- 
ury of all Kinds Moderation in all Sortsof Ex- 


pence A deteſtation of that faſhionable, ruinous 
Vice, Gaming An Indignation againſt all Embezil- 


ment and profuſion of public Money An Abomina- 


tion of every Species of Bribery and Corruption 


Firmneſs and Intrepidity, to give Steddineſs and Per- 
ſeverance in purſuit of publie good, under Difficulties 


and Dangers— The ſtricteſt Regularity, Aſſiduity 
and Inegrity, both in private and public Life A 
thorough love of the Britiſh Conſtitution and an ar- 


dent deſire of its Revival Are not theſe, Qualities 


deſirable in a Prime Miniſter? If there be a Man fo 


qualified; is he not the extraordinary Perſon that this 
extraordinary Juncture requires, and ought he not to 
have the Voice of the people? 

Dublin, Fuly 5th, 1757. 


QU ERIES addreſſed to the F REEHOLDE ws 


SOCIETY. 
NUMBER I. 


IF Miniſters and Governors ſhould ſucceſlively 
1 trample upon the Rights of the Public; remove, 


replace, prefer, encreaſe Salaries, confer Titles and 


grant Penſions; all manifeſtly tending to empoveriſh 


and enſlave; muſt not ſuch Conduct open the Eyes of 
a Nation? 


Do not Country Gentlemen in Parliament (without 
| _ aLLeader) know that their Truſt indiſpenſably calls up- 

on them to inſpect the public Accounts; to remon- 
ſtrate againſt Principals and Accomplices in Embezil- 


ments of public Money; to demand Juſtice againſt 


public 
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(24) . 
public Offenders; eſpecially thoſe of enormous Size; 
to pray Reſumption of public Grants, obtained by 
Fraud; and pals ſuch Bills as tend to ſupport the 
Strength and Honour of the Kingdom and to reſtore 
public Credit, national Confidence and Unanimity ? 

Can not, ought not Country-Gentlemen, who have 
uffered ſo much by the treachery of Leaders, take 

theſe obvious, neceſſary Steps, without a Leader, 


whether Orator or Politician ? : | 
May 14, 1757- | 


NUMBER I. 


Is your Money to be ſquandered in reward of 
Treachery, at the will of a Miniſter ; without ob- 
taining or aſking your Conſent ? 5 
If you acquieſce in this; what Idea have you of 
Property ? . : | „„ 
What ſecurity, in your Laws? | 
What poſſibility of maintaining Rights and Li- 
berties? P 
Can you expect Redreſs; if you depend on Lea- 
ders who will ſell you, to Mmiſters ready to buy you 
with your own Money? | | 
If you have been fatally duped by both ; will you 
not lay aſide the Animoſities which have render'd you 
h ” 
Will you not renounce all private Connexions 
which cramp your free and bold purſuit of publick 
Welfare ? Toon 1 =o 
Will you not give up every Man of any Party, 
who has given up his Country? 
Can it be doubted that many worthy Men of each 
Party, ſaw not the Snares laid for both; nor foreſaw 
the Tendency of the Schemes of either ? | 
Is it not plain, that Leaders of one Party would 
have ſold you, if they could; and as plain, that Lea- 
ders of the other Party did ſell you, as ſoon as they 


could ? SF 
„„ = 5 rad 


(25) | 
| Inſtead of truſting Miniſters or Leaders of cher 
Side; does not common Senſe direct you to be your 
own Leaders, and rely on your own Strength? 
Does not Self-Preſervation, now, Summon all Par- 
ties to Coalition? | 
"ROY 11 1757. 


NUMBER III. 


e Miniſters forgot the old Nazind, DIVIDE ET 
IMPERA? 

Can you have greater Enemies to your coals 
than Miniſters who raiſe Party-Diviſions ; to break 
the Strength and trample on the Rights of the People? 


Do not ſuch Miniſters fool one Half of the Nation, 


to aid them in oppreſſing the reſt; in the End, to en- 
ſlave all? 


Can Miniſters give due Aitentich to the civil Polity, 


; the Military, the Marine, or any Part of the politi- 
cal Syſtem ; when their Eyes are fixed on the Spoils 
of a Treaſury ? . 
Can the State be ſecure, or the Subject content; 
when Places of publick Truſt, due to Ability and 
Merit, are ſold by Miniſters to their Creatures, and 
Sn in Reward to their Inftruments of Corruption ? ? 

Can ſuch Miniſters duely weigh the Dangers from 
Fopery and France, and the Dane of Diſcontents 
from Mal-Adminiſtration? 

Are not you, of Britiſn Race, intermixed th a 
numerous Train of Natives educated in Prejudices 
that give them a Leaning towards the inveterate 


Z Enemy of theſe Realms; Prejudices; preparing them 


for foreign Influence, and ſubjecting them to foreign 
Juriſdiction; Prejudices againſt your King, on Ac- 
count of his ReligiÞn; againſt your Conſtitution, on Ac- 
count of its Inconſiſtency with the Tyranny of Popery? 

Are not theſe! very Natives moſt amiable in their 


| - Natures abounding in Generolity, Hoſpitality, Hu- 
manity and Courage; in Ability and Patience to un- 


dergo 


(26 ) 
dergo extreme Hardſhips ? What a Treaſure of Sub- 
jects would be reſtored to the Crown; if their Pre- 
judices could be removed? 

In a Kingdom thus circumſtanced, would any 
Ruler of common Senſe or common Honeſty propa- 
gate Diviſions, the bittereſt Diviſions, among Pro- 
teſtants moſt firmly attached both to King an Con- 
ſtitution? 

Suppoſe one Ruler ſhould, fr the Plunder of a 
Treaſury (under the Maſk of Prerogative) ſet ſuch a 
People at Variance ; and another Ruler, for Aggran- 
dizement of a Family, or the Purpoſes of private 
Connexions, keep up ſuch Variance; what could 15 
ſaid, in Excuſe for either? | 

The juſt and natural End of ieee 8 in- 
verted; a Governor caballing, to enſnare the People: 
8 People concerting, to defend their Rights: Is not the 
Attention of the Governor, in ſuch a Caſe, turned a- 

ainſt the People; the Attention of the People, diverted 
ow Induſtry (the Means of enabling them to ſupport 
Government) and driven to Meaſures of Self- Defence? 
In ſuch a Caſe, could the Time of a ſucceeding 
Ruler be better employed, than in removing Jealou- 
ties and reſtoring Confidence; by redreſſing Griev- 
ances and repairing Breaches of a ſhattered Conſtitu- 
tion, by fundamental Law and We of eee 
FREE ? | | 


a9 16, 1757. 
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FPurther QUERIES, 1 99 the 5 
HOLDER'S-SOCIETY, 70 the TONNE Sara 
SANS. | 5 oe 


N U M B E R 1 
What are the Things efentially to be ec: in 
* Choice of a + oak ? Are SY: any other than 
competent 


tn). 


competent: Abilities, an independent Fortune, Zeal 


for the Proteſtant Intereſt and Chaſtity i in Fin 5 


1 Conduct? 
| NUMBER IL 


A Body of Men, Miniſters of the Crown, ſet up 
1 bak Houſes of Parliament; veſted with a 
Power to prevent Petitions of either Houſe from 
reaching the Throne, though ever ſo neceſſary for 
Introduction of new Laws or Reformation of the old 
What could have given Riſe to this, but the 
then Weakneſs - of. the Bri Settlements in Ire- 
land, the Strength of the old Natives in Parliament, 
and their Power and rebellious Pirit throughout 
the Kingdom? 

Should not Laus be adapted to Change pe 
Times? 

Are not regular A in 4 parliamen- 
tary Way, for a partial Repeal of Poining's 
Law, neceſſary for the common of 11 and 


People? 


NUMBER ul. 


What can hs more 3 or r ie hn 


PARTY, founded on perſonal. Connexion? 
Is not PARTY, ſo connected, FACTION ? | 
Can any Man be a Lover of his King and Country, 
who would lead or be led in ſuch a Herd? 


Have not Gentlemen got a Surfeit of Leaders? 


Is not that Species (tho dignified with the pom- 
pous Title of Undertakers) quite low, at preſent, in 
public Eſteem ? 

Is it not hard to ſay whether the Office of Und 


taker be grown, more an Object of Reſentment or 
Centempt ? 


Would not 3 an Undertaker be likely, 
in the preſent * of OR, to mar even a' 


reaſonable 


i 
. 
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reaſonable Meaſure z that right otherwiſe Paſs: with 


Eaſe ? | 

Area few Undertakers to govern a Parliament ; ; of 
is every Member to think and act, to the beſt of his 

Capacity, for the public Good ? 

Should not a Viceroy treat 8 with equal 
Regard, and truſt his Buſineſs to the Gentlemen of 

ou Country? 


- Could ſuch \ Behaviour cauſe. Jealouly or raiſe op- | 


ton ? 
- Should nota ovaries chooſs to be reſpected by the 
whole Nation; rather than raiſe Diſcontents, by mak- 


ing a few Men too powerful for either Government to 


deal with, or the People to keep in Order? 

Have not the People of Ireland uncommon Hopes 
in their preſent en Lieutenant, for Reaſons uni- 
verſally known ? 

If the People be inclin'd to mathe his ieee 
eaſy and honourable ; 3 Who will be to blame, if it is 
ee? 

Will not hoheſt-and Loyal Subjects do: the” King's 3 
Buſineſs (which is alſo their own) without Fee or Re- 
ward ? 

Hare the Commons ever! refugl | any Thing that 
was reaſonable, when properly applied to ? 


{ Will they not ſhew a proper Spirit; if Leaders 


preſume to anſwer for them, en, being con- 
Julted : ?. 4.9: 


Will . tamely qo: welt Votes t to be barter' 
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